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Social Studies – Third Grade 

Course:   My City and Others 

Course Question:   What does it mean to be a member of a city? 

Case Studies:  Columbia & Other Towns/Cities 

 

Content Standards 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

  Describe the major values, beliefs, 

and experiences that are shared by 
people in Columbia. 

 

 

  Explain how Columbia’s physical 
geography affects the way its 

citizens live.  
 

 

  Describe how Columbia has 

changed (and stayed the same) 
over time. 

 

 

  Explain how laws and public order 
are created and upheld in 

Columbia. 

 

 

  Describe the major ways in which 

people in Columbia produce, use, 

and exchange resources. 
 

 

  Compare how Columbia is similar to 

and different from other towns and 
cities. 

 

 

  
Skill Standards:  These skills should be applied in reading, writing, or speaking about texts related to the 
Social Studies concepts prescribed in the aforementioned grade-level content standards. 

SKILL:  Reading 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 

(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a 

text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 
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Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

  Determine the main idea of a text; 

recount the key details and explain 
how they support the main idea. 

 

 

  Describe the relationship between a 
series of historical events, scientific 

ideas or concepts, or steps in 

technical procedures in a text, 
using language that pertains to 

time, sequence, and cause/effect. 
 

 

  Determine the meaning of general 

academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases (specific to 

social studies) in a text relevant to 
a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
 

 

  Use text features and search tools 
(e.g., key words, sidebars, 

hyperlinks) to locate information 
relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

 

 

  Distinguish one’s own point of view 
from that of the author of a text. 

 

 

  Use information gained from 

illustrations (e.g., maps, 
photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding 
of the text (e.g., where, when, 

why, and how key events occur). 
 

 

  Describe the logical connection 

between particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text (e.g., 

comparison, cause/effect, 

first/second/third in a sequence). 
 

 

  Compare and contrast the most 

important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the same 

topic 
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SKILL:  Writing 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

  Write opinion pieces on topics or 

texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons. 

 

 

  Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey 

ideas and information clearly. 
 

 

  Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 
using effective techniques, 

descriptive details, and clear event 

sequence that enfolds naturally. 
 

 

  Conduct short research projects 

that build knowledge about a topic. 
 

 

  Recall information from experiences 

or gather information from print 
and digital sources; take brief notes 

on sources and sort evidence into 
provided categories. 

 

 

SKILL:  Speaking 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 

(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions) (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 3 
social studies topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

 

 

  Report on a topic or text, tell a 

story, or recount an experience 

with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly 

at an understandable pace. 
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Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

  Create engaging audio recordings 

of stories or poems that 
demonstrate fluid reading at an 

understandable pace; add visual 

displays when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain facts 

or details. 
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